[Two autopsy cases in which previous surgery facilitated the positive identification of decomposed bodies].
The positive identification of decomposed corpses is often difficult. We describe two autopsy cases in which medical materials, which had been implanted during previous surgical treatments, facilitated positive identification. The discovery of decomposed corpses is increasingly common in Japan, due to the increasing number of lonely deaths. Implanted medical materials and devices may be a useful tool for personal identification in the near future.